
	

	

	
Thank	you	for	auditioning	for	

	
FUNNY	FACE	

	
Reading	

	
ROLE:	Charles	Alain	De	Lafayette		

	
		
	

Please	Prepare:	
• Sides	as	listed	for	the	initial	self-submit.	If	there	are	two	sides	for	one	character,	the	
actor	may	decide	which	side	to	choose.	You	only	need	to	prepare	one	side	for	the	
initial	call.		

• A	brief	cut	of	a	song	in	the	style	of	the	show.	The	composers	are	the	Gershwins	so	
think	‘Crazy	For	You’	or	‘Nice	Work	If	You	Can	Get	It’.	Gershwin,	Berlin,	and	Cole	
Porter	are	good	guides.	

• Also	include	a	16	bar	cut	of	something	legit	so	our	Music	Department	can	get	a	clear	
idea	of	your	musicianship.	No	contemporary	MT,	no	pop,	no	rock.	
	

	
Deadline	to	receive	your	self	submits	is	Wednesday,	June	16th	at	4:00pm.		
	
Callbacks	will	be	held	live	and	in	person	in	NYC	at	a	TBD	date	in	July.	
	
All	those	hired	to	participate	in	the	reading	of	FUNNY	FACE	will	have	to	show	proof	of	
vaccination.		
	
Please	don’t	hesitate	to	reach	out	if	you	have	any	questions.		
	
Stay	healthy	and	safe!	

	
Thanks	so	much!	
W	|	S	Casting	
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CHARLIE (CHARLES) 
 
The showroom of CHARLES ALAIN DE LAFAYETTE, 28, Black, and the 
epitome of French imperiousness.  CHARLES and JO face off in rapid-fire 
French. 

 
CHARLES 

Je ne peux pas travailler comme ça! 
 

JO 
J’ai toujours été honète, je ne connais rien au 
métier de mannequin.   
 

CHARLES 
Je suis étonné que tu n’es pas plus 
reconnaissante.  Il se peut que tu ne sais pas 
ce qu’on attend de toi, mais j’aimerais que tu 
ne défends pas ta décision— 

TRANSLATION 
I can’t work like this! 

 
 
I made it very clear I know nothing about 
being a model. 
 
 
I am surprised that you’re not more grateful.  
It may well be that you don’t know what we 
expect of you, but I wish you wouldn’t defend 
your decision— 

 
JO 

Clear the room! 
 

CHARLES 
Quoi? 
 

JO 
Out!  OUT!   
 

CHARLES 
Mon dieu! 

 
(JO stops CHARLES who’s trying to leave with the others.) 

 
JO 

Reste ici! 
TRANSLATION 

Stay here! 
 

(MAGGIE, THE THREE SISTERS and MAURICE exit, baffled.  
CHARLES and JO square off.) 

 
JO 

You’re.  Not.  French. 
 

(CHARLES is speechless with self-righteous indignation but JO is 
resolute.  It’s a game of chicken and CHARLES blinks first, speaking in a 
distinctively American accent with the hint of a Southern twang.) 
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CHARLES 
The subjunctive? 
 

JO 
Three times you should’ve used it and three times you didn’t. 
 

CHARLES 
I don’t know how!  And I’ve tried.  I mean, my vocabulary is extensive, my accent incroyable—
but that damn subjunctive…! 
 

JO 
Now I know what you are: American.  I still don’t know who you are, “Charles Alain de 
Lafayette.” 
 

CHARLES 
That’s me: Charlie Allen “de Lafayette”… Louisiana. 
 

JO 
Je ne comprends pas. 

 
CHARLIE 

I was stationed here during the war, and I stayed… but good luck getting a job in Paris if you’re 
a Yank, so Charlie Allen became Charles Alain.  Dior hired me to make his patterns.  Soon I was 
making my own that I thought topped his.  I found a backer who agreed, et voilà. 
 

JO 
No one’s caught on?  Your French is impressive, but no subjunctive?! 
 

CHARLIE 
If you speak imperiously enough, people doubt themselves, not you. 

(Calls O.S. using his most imperious, oh-so-French accent.) 
Maurice! 

(MAURICE enters in a flash.  CHARLIE indicates JO, sans accent.) 
She knows. 
 

JO 
He knows? 
 

CHARLIE 
He knows everything.  Jo, may I present Maurice Marc, or as he’s known in New Jersey— 
 

MAURICE 
Morris Marx from Morristown. 
 

CHARLIE 
We met in the Army.  You know those shows they do for the troops?  I dressed them— 
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MORRIS 

I staged them.  And the only French I learned was plié, tendu and pas de chat.  English is the one 
language I speak, and I can’t blow Charlie’s cover, so I just don’t.  Speak. 
 

CHARLIE 
Jo, you teach me the subjunctive, I’ll teach you how to walk in heels.   
 

JO 
Tell you what, let’s start with beginner subjunctive and— 
 

CHARLIE 
Starting  Monday you will be photographed all over Paris wearing my creations.  You have to 
know how to wear them.  And you’ll really need to know when, three weeks from today, Le 
Grand Palais is packed with tout le monde à Paris to see you walk the runway.   

(Hands her a pair of heels.) 
So these go on your feet. 

(Regarding her flats.) 
Those go in the trash.  Five, six, seven, eight—ball of the foot, ball of the foot, ball of the foot, 
bevel. 
 

JO 
It’s like boot camp. 
 

CHARLIE 
More camp, less boots. 
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