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NO STRINGS- DAVID Side #1 
 

     BARBARA 

All right? 

 

     DAVID 

Where do you live? 

 

     BARBARA 

That way. 

 

     DAVID 

Left Bank? How very Parisian. 

 

     BARBARA 

Oh, yes. I work at being Parisian. I’m sorry about your book. Were we very rude? 

 

 

     DAVID 

Yes, you were. Are you always that way when you first meet fellow Americans? You know you 

don’t have to fend me off. 

 

     BARBARA 

Tell me about the book. It was called Plan of Attack and won the Pulitzer Prize, and I don’t know 

it. Is it a war book? But you must have been terribly young. 

 

     DAVID 

I was wounded at the Battle of Bull Run. 

 

     BARBARA 

But you were young. 

 

     DAVID 

I waited a while to write it. 

 

     BARBARA 

When was it published? 

 

     DAVID 

Eight years ago. 

 

     BARBARA 

Did you write it here? 
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     DAVID 

Back home. 

 

     BARBARA 

Where is home? 

 

     DAVID 

Bear Isle, Maine. My father was a quarryman-he cut granite. My uncles were lobstermen My 

mother was a schoolteacher.  

 

     BARBARA 

It sounds like the most romantic place in the world. How could you bear to leave it? 

 

     DAVID 

For Paris? 

 

     BARBARA 

Oh. Yes. You can leave anything for Paris. 

 

     DAVID 

You too. 

 

     BARBARA 

I didn’t leave much. And so now Paris is home for you too. 

 

     DAVID 

Paris….Rome….Switzerland…two homes have I: the world and Paris. 

 

     BARBARA  

And what have you written since then? Since your book? 

 

      

DAVID 

Not very much……I start novels……..You sure you wouldn’t like to stop and have a drink?  

 

 

NO STRINGS- DAVID Side #2 
 

     DAVID 

Louis’ chauffer is outside, sitting in the car, watching. I borrowed a match from him. 

 

     BARBARA 

Did you think that was clever? 
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     DAVID 

No, it just happened that way. If I leave right away and borrow another match, there’ll be no 

harm done. 

 

     BARBARA 

What do you want? 

 

     DAVID 

On the other hand, if I stay for a while, your world may be destroyed. 

 

     BARBARA 

It doesn’t destroy that easily. 

 

     DAVID 

Oh, I don’t know. Anya used to tell me that Louis cracked quite a whip. 

 

     BARBARA 

What do you want? 

 

     DAVID 

A friend of mine has a small house in Honfleur. Do you know where that is  The Normandy 

coast. The most beautiful place in France, I think. I can have it for as long as I want. 

 

     BARBARA 

And that would be fun! Great fun! 

 

     DAVID 

Will you come? 

 

     BARBARA 

And destroy my world? No. 

 

     DAVID 

We’re involved now. We can’t stop. 

 

      

BARBARA 

Yes, I can. 

 

     DAVID 

We’re on rails. 

 

     BARBARA 

Please go away. 
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     DAVID 

Barbara- 

 

     BARBARA 

Please, please, please go away! 

 

     DAVID 

I’ve nowhere to go; I’m home. 

 

     BARBARA 

Go away! I want no part of your life! It’s a terrible life! 

 

     DAVID 

What do you want? On your own terms! Say it! What do you want me to do! 

 

     BARBARA 

Live some kind of life! I hate waste! I hate waste! 

 

     DAVID 

Say it! What! 

 

     BARBARA 

Stop coasting, stop running, stop hiding! 

 

     DAVID 

With you! Whatever you want, with you! From the very first day. From the day I walked you 

home. 

 

     BARBARA  

But I didn’t want to happen! 

 

     DAVID 

There was no way to stop it. 

 

      

BARBARA 

I didn’t want to fall in love. What’ll I do? What’ll I do? 

 

     DAVID 

Nobody ever really wants to fall in love. It isn’t something you set out to do. But nobody wants 

to be alone. 

 

(SONG- Nobody Told Me) 
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